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North Lawndale Employment Network and Sweet Beginnings LLC Host Movie Premiere of The Secret Life of Bees at ICE Theaters

Movie Uses Beekeeping as Metaphor for Reclaiming Lives  

Chicago, IL (Oct. 1, 2008) – The North Lawndale Employment Network  (NLEN) and Sweet Beginnings LLC present a special premiere screening of The Secret Life of Bees, the movie that has everyone buzzing about a lot more than honeybees!   The community is invited to join the board, staff, friends and supporters of NLEN and Sweet Beginnings to view The Secret Life of Bees at the ICE Theaters (Chatham 14), 87th Street and the Dan Ryan, on Saturday, October 18, 2008 beginning at 11:00 a.m.  A family-friendly event, parents are encouraged to bring their children.  Admission price of $25 for adults and $12.50 for children 12 years and under includes the movie ticket, a small popcorn and small pop with the proceeds benefiting the Sweet Beginnings program.


Sweet Beginnings is a transitional jobs program and a subsidiary of NLEN, a 501©3 non-profit organization, that focuses on finding jobs for the chronically unemployed and those previously incarcerated.  As a social enterprise that generates revenue through the manufacture of urban honey and honey-based bath and body products, NLEN and Sweet Beginnings assist those with little or no work experience to earn a skill and to develop a work record in preparation for full-time jobs.  Beeline® products are made in the North Lawndale community and sold in various Whole Foods Markets, specialty boutiques, online at www.beelinestore.com and at local farmers markets.  


The Secret Life of Bees has a stellar cast that includes Queen Latifah, Dakota Fanning, Alicia Keys, Sophie Okoneda and Chicago’s own Oscar-winning actress and singer Jennifer Hudson.  A touching real-world story about the need for love, family and redemption, The Secret Life of Bees explores our undeniable desire for a sense of belonging and the overwhelming journeys that we must navigate to achieve it -- much like the men and women NLEN hires and serves.  Set in South Carolina during the turbulent Civil Rights era, the home of the intelligent and independent honey-making Boatwright sisters is suddenly thrust into upheaval with the arrival of 14 year-old Lily Owens and her caretaker Rosaleen.  The film is based on the bestselling novel of the same name by Sue Monk Kidd.  

--more --

NLEN and Sweet Beginnings Host Movie Screening/2


“I’ve read the book twice and have given it as a gift to several friends.  Its message really speaks to our appreciation of bees and our love of urban honey and of second chances.  We look forward to viewing the film with our friends and supporters,” said Brenda Palms Barber, CEO of NLEN. 



Beeline products will be available for purchase in the lobby of the theater.  To purchase tickets, please visit www.nlen.org and follow the instructions under The Secret Life of Bees banner or call 773-638-1825.  
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The North Lawndale Employment Network and its Sweet Beginnings program will host a private screening of the film The Secret Life of Bees on Saturday, October 18th at the ICE Theaters, 87th Street and the Dan Ryan at 11:00 a.m.  Starring Queen Latifah, Alicia Keys and Chicago’s Jennifer Hudson, the film is a story about love, family and forgiveness.  To purchase tickets for this family-oriented event, please visit www.nlen.org or call 773-638-1825.  
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Saturday, October 18th – North Lawndale Employment Network hosts a private screening of the film The Secret Life of Bees at the ICE Theaters, 87th Street and the Dan Ryan at 11:00 a.m.  To purchase tickets, visit www.nlen.org or call 773-638-1825.  
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